
MINUTES 
 

UTAH 
Veterinarian Physician Licensing Board 

MEETING 
 

February 4, 2010 
 

Room 475 – 4th Floor - 9:00 a.m. 
Heber Wells Building 

Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
 

CONVENED: 9:06 a.m. ADJOURNED: 11:37 a.m. 
  
Bureau Manager: Clyde Ormond 

 
Board Secretary: Jacky Adams 
  
Board Members Present: 
 

Terry Shields, DVM - Chairperson 
Charles Heaton, DVM  
Vaughan Park, DVM 
Gary Peterson, DVM  
Bonnie East 

Board Members Absent: 
 

 

Guests: Dr. James Dalley – NBVME (National Board of 
Veterinary Medical Examiners)  
Dr. Drew Allen – UVMA (Utah Veterinary Medical 
Association)  
Dr. Rick Tubbs – NBVME 

  
DOPL Staff Present:  
  
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
  
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS: 
 

 

Approval of the December 22, 2009 Board 
Meeting minutes 
 

Dr. Peterson seconded by Ms. East made a motion to 
approve the December 22, 2009 Board Meeting 
minutes. The motion carried unanimously.  

  
APPOINTMENTS: 
 

 

9:15 a.m. NBVME – Drs. James Dalley and 
Rick Tubbs 

Drs. Dalley and Tubbs conducted a presentation 
regarding NBVME’s duties and responsibilities as 
they relate to the examination administration process.  
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Key topics were: 
o The History and Background of NBVME 
o Strategy map, including NBVME: 

o Vision 
o Mission 
o Values 
o Objectives, and 
o 2007-2009 Priorities 

o Examination administering process overview 
of: 
o NAVLE; 
o QA (Qualifying Examination); 
o VCSA (Veterinary Clinical Skills 
Assessment); 
o Species specific exam – which may be 
utilized by State Boards as a continuing 
education or probationary requirement; and 
o Two NAVLE self-assessment exams. 

o Examination writing process overview: 
o EDAB (Exam Development Advisory 
Board); 
o NBME (National Board of Medical 
Examiners); and 
o NAVLE 

 
The Board then questioned why the exams are offered 
only in the spring and fall. Dr. Tubbs explained this 
was due to administrative issues and for student 
convenience.  
 
Dr. Tubbs described the scoring process, adding that a 
passing score report is sent to the student, and any 
requested State Licensing Board. He then added that 
aggregate information is sent to each educational 
institution. 
 
It was clarified the NAVLE is currently only given in 
English and French, however, if the need arises the 
exams may be given in other languages. Additionally 
it was explained individuals who are approved to take 
the AAVSB’s (American Association of Veterinary 
State Boards) PAVE (Program for Assessment of 
Veterinary Education Equivalence) examination, 
required to be proficient in English.   
 
The Board then agreed for representatives of NBVME 
to re-train the Board every three to four years.  



Veterinary Physician Licensing Board Minutes 
February 4, 2010 
Page 3 of 5 

10:00 a.m. Internship Requirements - Dr. Drew 
Allen 

Dr. Drew Allen addressed the Board regarding Title 
58 Chapter 28 Section 302 (1) (d), Licensure 
Requirements, which currently requires completion of 
a six month internship, prior to licensure as a 
Veterinarian. He then clarified that UVMA has 
received requests to amend this section of the Statute 
to eliminate the Internship requirement, due to Federal 
accreditation.   
 
A detailed discussion ensued where the Board 
expressed their concern, due to a new graduate’s 
inexperience, to the proposed change. It was then 
clarified that the last year of schooling is clinical work, 
however, minimal practical experience is obtained. It 
was then questioned if it was in the best interest of the 
Public, and Profession to implement the proposed 
changes. Again the Board did not feel that the 
Internship requirement should be removed.  
 
Dr. Allen reminded the Board that only one other State 
requires an Internship, prior to licensure, and the 
proposed amendment would require that the new 
graduate must complete six-months of indirect 
supervision, under a licensed Veterinarian. He then 
added that this will eliminate the Federal accreditation 
difficulties.  

 
It was then recommended to table any further 
discussion until the next Board meeting. To allow 
UVMA to review other State’s disciplinary actions to 
determine if, removal of the Internship has caused an 
increase in disciplinary actions. And to allow Dr. 
DeCarolis to address the Board regarding any Federal 
accreditation guidelines.  
 

10:30 a.m. Continuing Education – Dr. Terry 
Shields 

Dr. Shields questioned the Division and Board 
regarding the number of Continuing Education hours 
which may be obtained via on-line courses.  
 
Mr. Ormond reviewed R156-28-304 and explained 
that there are no restrictions in this area, as long as the 
education requires an examination, and is obtained 
from an approved sponsor.   
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DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

 

Illegally compounded prescriptions Mr. Ormond reminded the Board that at the December 
22, 2009 meeting Dr. Shields had agreed to write an 
educational letter reminding this profession of Federal 
compounded prescription “Guide Lines”.  
 
A brief discussion ensued, where it was determined a 
representative of Meds4Vets, and Ms. Laurie Noda, 
would be invited to attend the next Board Meeting, for 
better clarification of this issue.  
 

Legislation  H.B. (House Bill) 285 was then discussed, to ensure 
Board approval. It was explained, the Bill amends the 
definition of “practice of veterinary medicine, surgery, 
and dentistry” to allow a licensed Veterinarian to 
“solicit, sell or furnish a cure, prevention, treatment, or 
remedy for animal disease, deformity, defect, wound, 
or injury administered; parenterally, orally, topically, 
and with or without the necessary instruments for 
administration”. 
 
Dr. Allen then explained Representative Mathis will 
be contacting the Utah State Board of Pharmacy, to 
ensure support, and Senator Bramble will be 
proposing any changes to 58-17b. Mr. Ormond then 
reminded the Board and Dr. Allen that three Statutes 
will be effected by the change (i.e. 58-28, 58-17b, and 
58-37).  

  
CORRESPONDENCE:  
 

 

AAVSB – Bylaws and Resolution Committee 
 

Reviewed, no further action taken.  

K-State to host International Equine Well-
Being Symposium 

Reviewed, no further action taken.  

  
NEXT BOARD MEETING: June 9, 2010 

 
ADJOURN: 11:37 a.m. 
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Note: These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript but are intended to record the significant features of the business 
conducted in this meeting.   Discussed items are not necessarily shown in the chronological order they occurred. 

  
  
  
September 16, 2010 (ss) Terry D Shields 
Date Approved Chairperson, Veterinary Physician Board 
  
  
  
September 16, 2010 (ss) Clyde Ormond 
Date Approved Bureau Manager, Division of Occupational & 

Professional Licensing 
  


